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GENTLEMEN: Since you have invited
me to say a tew words upon ‘‘the sanitary
needs of Toledo in view of the probable
approach of cholera,” I may commence by
saying that the ““needs’’ within our con-
trol aresuch as will promote health and
prevent disease under any and all circum-
stances, with, perhaps, the addition of
gome quarantine agencies en its near ap-
proacn and more rigid sanitary inspection
of emigrants and freight connected with
them, also for refuge stations where cases
of cholera break out among them while in
transit, se that they can be isolated from
the healthy.

PREVENTION OF DISEASE,

It is the modest pretense ot sanitation
that it prevents disease and mortality;
hence its effects are not seen except in the
good health of a people and the low rate
of mortality which does not attract atten-
ticn, and comes to be looked upon as the
normal condition of the municipality. The
causes of disease for the most part which it
is the province of sanitation to prevent,
are 80 obscureas to elude the vigilance
of the wisest detective, but the
conditions which favor malignancy, and
promote its spread, when its invasion has
occurred, are very generally believed to be
known,

These causes pertain to the individual-
ity of the person, his idyosyncracies, tem-
perament, constitution and his surround-
ings,

%‘he first partof this proposition requires
the study and diserimination of the phy-
sician to learn his partigular tendencies to
disease, The latter, those influnences
which are without, and surronading him,
and from which he cannot to & certain ex-
tent escape.

It is these influences from without which
make it necessary to organize a Sanitary
Board and clothe its officers with extraors
dinary powers, in order that one careless
or ignorant person may not be the means
of bringing disease and death upon his in.
nocent family or neighbors. Any one at-
tempting to answer the question of

TOLEDO’S NEEDS,

In anticipation of any epidemic disease
would enquire first of all: Have we a
sanitary organization which is entrusted
with the power, and is equal to such aa
emergency? Eknowing that its success
largely depends upon the knowledge, skill
and fidelity of such a mu.icipal organiz-
ation.

In our city we call this a Board of
Health, created by a statute of the State,
clothed with extraordinary pewers, ' Leg-
islative, Executive, Judicial and Minig.
terial., The complex functions bestowed
upon this Board require for their intelli
gent fulfillment, the highest intellectual
powers and attainments, coupled with a
knowledge of what is known in very many
of the sciences as applied to sanitation, as
well as legal diserimination enough to
avoid trespassing upon the just rights of
others.

The necessity for such a4 Board in cities
is of somewhat recent origin, and 1s the
outgrowth of progress in the human mind
in its attempt to stay the mortality of epi-
demie disease.

CONTRIBUTING CAUBES,

It is & well-gettled fact that whatever
conduces to disease in any form will in.
crease the virulence of an epidemic which
may prevail for the time being. In this
city cases of sporadic cholera are seen
every year, and nearly all such cases are
recognized by physicians as one of the
forms of intermittent fever or ague. 8o
in an epidemic of the same disease (cholera)
many of the cases commence as an attack
of that disease.

Some of the causes which produce dis-
ease in summer are heat, and extreme os—
cillations from heat to cold, impure water
supply, poor or defectlve food, over-
crowded and poorly ventilated apart—
ments, animal and vegetable filth, defec~
tive drainage and escape of noxious gases
which contaminate the atmosphere. Some
of these causes require for their inspection
and finding-ouf, a class of men with more
knowledge and fidelity than is usually
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